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film Front Theodore Dreiser, in Long Career, 

Always Dug to Roots of Things
WHY THE DELAY IN RELEASING 

NAVY FILM, 'NEGRO SAILOR1?
By ESTHER McCOY

(Mite McCoy woe a personal friend of Theodora Dreioer during the Unter years of his life.)
LOS ANGELES.—Just after Theodore Dreiser joined the Communist Party he was 

showing me a magazine that he edited in 1894.
It was a trade magazine got out by a music publisher, and you might have supposed 

that the promising young editor 
would have written an editorial 
slanted toward the people who 
would read it. No. He wrote on the 
flagrant inequities in Russia and 
predicted the early overthrow of the 
Czars.

“But,” he said in explanation,
“you can’t get the kind of educa
tion I had without devetoping. I 
shined stoves and drove a laundry 
wagon and collected for a time- 
payment house. I saw a tot then, 
and when I began to work for news
papers I got a first-hand view of 
the way capitalists treated the 
people.”

This work was in the Chicago of 
Multimillionaire Yerkes, the Mc
Cormick strike and Haymarket 
riots—a Chicago overripe with 
terrorism and corruption, with 
violent contrasts between wealth 
and squalor.

He went often to interview Yerkes 
on his plans for Chicago, and 
later he wrote a trilogy based on hie 
life—“The Financier,” ”The Titan,” 
and the recently completed third 
volume, “The Stoic.” He found in 
Yerkes what he later found in 
Woolworth, an insatiable hunger 
for money and power.

“And when they got it they dtdn4 
know what to do with it,” he said.
COVERED STRIKES

by David Platt
■'w/ήAT’S happened to the U. S. Navy motion picture 
** The Negro Sailor which was completed »t Columbia 

Studios more than six months ago? Why is it taking so long 
to reach the public? Letters to the Navy Department in 
Washington inquiring about the film go unanswered, lead

ing to the suspicion that Navy does not 
want The Negro Sailor shown publicly. 
This is the time to promote the film and 
spread its message across the land—now 
when vicious rags like the N. Y. Daily 
News are trying to whip up race riots 
among GIs overseas. Let’s have some ac
tion on The Negro Sailor.

Let’s also press for an early release of 
the new War Department film Teamwork, 
a sequel to The Negro Soldier. Carlton 

Moss, who wrote the script, informs me that the picture is 
now ready for release. Moss made a trip to the battle fronts 
of Europe last year to photograph Negro troops in action. 
The film is based on that experience.

Moss writes : “Teamwork is a story of men working to
gether. It’s a record of the Negro and white American 
soldier’s answer to the German propaganda—divide and 
conquer. Slight as it is, I am sure that this film record can 
be a positive force in this period of racial tension.”

came obvious that he was going to 
speak honestly about the rape of 
Spain, an attempt was made to 
sidetrack him. They pushed his 
and asked editorially: “What boni

ta it of his?”
But it was his business.
In 1932 Mooney was his business. 

And the Red squad in Los Angeles 
place further back on the program 
until the meeting began to break 
up. He got up and walked to the 
front of the platform and said 
“Wait! I’ve got something to say 
about Spain,” and they came back 
and waited.

He said the only thing that day 
that waa said about what was really 
happening in Spain, and the papers 
prte ted it.

"Why did you join the Commu
nist Party?” I asked.

“I’ve always been a Communist. 
Joining was a mere formality,” he 
said. "What I saw in the Soviet 
Union in 1928 was enough to con
vince me that the only answer is a 
people’s government. I’ve never 
wavered in my belief in the Soviet 
Union. The way they fought the 
Germans was only as a great united 
people could fight, I’m glad to iden
tify myself with that spirit."

THEODORE D REDS ER 

local newspaper. They took his 
hand and said, "Mr. Dreiser, this 
is an honor,” but when they heard 
what he had come for they said 
“You’ve worked on a newspaper, Mr. 
Dreiser. You know how it goes.”

Dreiser hammered away at them 
until they actually wrote something 
about the missing body.

Then he went to the local min
ister and said, “This is your busi
ness, isn’t it? The man is dead. The 
authorities won’t give up the body 
to the widow.” And he hammered 
at them until they began to see

From Chicago to St. Lotos tolthat the widow’s rights were their 
Pittsburgh he covered strikes— concern, 
streetcar, steel, many others—and 
he began to see that Chicago was 
no different from other cities in its 
brutalities and denial of human 
rights. And finally when he got to 
New York and saw the last word in 
contrast between Idleness and 
drudgery he was ready to say some
thing.

"I was glad when I was fired from 
The World. There was a fight in 
one of the bars of the big hotels 
between two society ‘names/ The 
city editor told me not to come 
back if I didn't get it.”

Dreiser didn’t want to get the 
story. Because he knew there was 
another story back of it that he 
couldn’t write.

He would get a telephone call at 
night asking him to come to some 
town where there was a strike. Once 
there was a steel strike where a 
striker Fas killed. The body was 
hidden, because the steel company 
thought that a funeral at that time 
would focus attention on the in
justices against which the workers 
were striking. The strike committee 
called Dreiser to come Lip and help 
them find the body of their dead 
comrade. He came.

He walked into the offices of the

* * *

Six months from now these films may be too late to be 
of service. The War and Navy Departments should be 
held strictly to account for any further delay in promoting 
and circulating these pictures to the nation’s theatres.

« ♦*

Father Bing Crosby is being cast in Cornin' Through 
the Ry«, a Paramount film. It’s not a sequel to Lost 
Weekend, but the story of the Scottish poet Robert Burns. 
. . . Columnist Irving Hoffman is hunting for a book pur
ported to have been written by a Kentucky writer many 
years ago. It’s supposed to have this title: “An accurate, 
impartial and unbiased history of the civil war, written 
from a southern viewpoint.” Sounds like a perfect vehicle
for Sam Wood or Cecil DeMille___Lester Gowan, producer
of Tomorow the World and Story of G. I. Joe, both excellent 
films, is said to be interested in screening the life story of 
the great Chinese Democrat Sun Yat-sen. . . . The Com
munist Party (U.S.A.) will soon have its own film produc
ing unit.

Film Critics'
Awards to Be 

Aired Jan. 20
Ingrid Bergman will re-enact а 

scene from The BeHs of St. Mary’« 
and Ray Mllland will discuss his 
role in The Lost Week-end with 
ВШу Wilder, director, when the 
stars receive their New York Film 
Critics’ awards during the WJZ- 
ABC broadcasts of the Radio Hall 
of Fame next Sunday, Jan. 20, at 
β p. m., EST.

Paal Whiteman, conductor, and 
‘Martha TU ton, featured singer, will 
greet the two movie luminaries dur
ing the first of a series of Radio 
Hall of Fame broadcasts to origin
ate in Hollywood.

DOWN TO HARLAN COUNTY
When he went down to Harlan 

county in 1931 It was the same 
thing. He went up to the mine 
owners and asked them questions. 
There was a hearing and he ham
mered away at the mine owners.

Little papers all over the coun
try tabed about Dreiser being there 
was his business. He was always 
asking officiala, “By what right do 
you do this?”

Spain was his business. He went 
to Spain and watched the Loyalist 
wounded being leaded into open cars 
to be shipped into France. And later 
in Paris at a meeting when it be-

“Many a modern writer is far be
yond Dreiser when it comes to being 
money wise, but where will you 
equal his passion for truth?”

Upton Sinclair, world - famous 
növeltet:

“Theodore Dreiser was а num of 
the people, who wrote of the people 
and for the people. He was possessed 
by a warm and wide human sym
pathy, which In my ¿^Jgment as es

tiai to all true literary greatness. 
His books will he read as long as 
there are Americans to read them. 
My wife and I join in sincere per
sonal sympathy.”

Chaplin, Sinclair 

Hail Dreiser
LOS ANGELES.—Charles Chaplin, 

world-famous screen star, told re
porters that Theodore Dreiser’s 
“influence will be missed among all 
freedom-loving people.”

Chaplin said:
“In the passing of Theodore Drei

ser the world has lost one of its 
most distinguished men of letters 
and one of its outstanding liberals.
His influence will be missed among 
all freedom loving people.
GENTLE PERSON

“He was a great American, a fear
less fighter in the cause of the justice | 
and in the cause of the underpriv- ! ** 
Heged—a magnificent spirit, yet with 
it all a sweet, gentle person of whom 
America can be proud.”

Guy En dore, novelist and screen 
writer, said:

“It was characteristic of Dreiser 
that he should live in a concrete 
house instead of the usual California 
chicken wire stucco. He had a mighty 
hatred for all sham. It was charac
teristic of him that he should have 
to consult his friends as to what 
price he should ask a national 
magazine for a two-part series.
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Martha Graham's 

Dance Company 

Opens Jan. 21

by ARNAUD «’USSEAĽ and JAMBS GOW 
Staged by ELIA KAZAN 
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Lost3
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S. Hurok announces the first 
season for Martha 

Grahm and her dance company to 
open Jan. 21 at the Plymouth The
ater. A repertory of the top suc
cesse of recent seasons will be high
lighted by the premiere of a new 
Work with score by the Mexican 
composer-conductor, Carlos Chavez.

Mail orders are already being 
cepted at the box office of the Ply- 
tooqth Theatre on West 46th Street.
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ж ~n hit new production of Shakespeare ■
Hamlet oå??"..
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